'I object, ypurfM rtior’ : CSU students fire back at raised fees
Alicia Freeman
AUCIAFREEMAN.MD^MAIUCOM

Five California State University stu
dents were allowed to proceed on the
behalf o f more than 200,000 o f the
CSU student population in a class ac
tion lawsuit on Jan. 6 against the CSU
trustees.The lawsuit, which is being
brought as a result o f the unexpcaed
Fall 2009 student fee increase that oc
curred after students had already paid,
show a new form
o
f
student protest:
litigation.
The
case,
Keller v. Board
of
Trustees
o f the CSU,
comes after
a similar

University o f California case, Kash
miri v. R^pnts o f the U C, which also
had students fighting an unexpected
fee increase after students had already
been billed.
Jonathan Weissglass, one o f the at
torneys for the Keller case as well as
for the prior Kashmiri case, said both
cases arc “about the same principle.”
“Here's your bill, you’re required to
pay this much, and then you tell them,
‘Well, actually now you’re required to
pay more,’” Weissglass said. “So bill
ing them twice for the same term, and
that’s what we say the university can
not do.”
There was also another case con
cerning the Fall 2009 fee increases
with only one plaintiff, Angela Yuen
Uyeda, who sued San Francisco Sure
University for similarly paying
tuition, then hav
ing to pay

more. Uyeda lost the case. Weissglass
said this case is unrelated to Keller.
“That was a small claims case,”
Weis^ass said. “She wasn’t represent
ed by a lawyer. And it was only her,
and this involves, you know, a couple
hundred thousand students.”
Though Uyoda’s case was lost, the
more similar Kashmiri case was won,
which Weissglass said makes him op
timistic for Keller.
“Well, we think that based on con
tract principles and the case against
University o f California that what
the trustees did here was improper,”
Weissglass said.
If Keller is also won, all of the
students affected would get refunds,
Weissglass said.
However, Cal Poly students are not
being represented in the case, along
with Stanislaus, East Bay and Pomona.
Weissglass said this is because Cal Poly
and the other omitted schools were on
a different fee schedule.
My
under
standing is
that

Cal Poly students were not required to
pay before the fee was increased, so it
wouldn’t affect them,” Weisgiass said.
“But most o f the Cal State campuses,
students were required to pay and then
they were required to pay again."

to their legislator on a local level and
let them know their opinion," Nevin
said. “I think they also need to do it on
a sutewide level, be in the capital and
do things with CSSA, and just make
sure their voices are heard.”
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Though Cal Poly students will not
be represented in. the case, there are
still ways to express any dissatisfaaion
with the fee increases.
Miles Nevin, the executive director
for the California State Student Asso
ciation (CSSA), said students need to
“get their voices heard."
“I think that students need to lob
by at a local level, they need to write,
they need to send a Facebook message

Nevin also said he thought the
CSU Trustees “absolutely” listen to
students, especially with two student
trustees on the board, one o f whomcan vote.
^
“1 think the members o f the board
o f trustees are people who care about
public higher education in California,
and that’s why they are in the positions
they are in,” Nevin said. “We do have a

see Case, page 3
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San Luis Obispo County requests extended state of emergency
Nikol Schiller
NIKOLSCHILL£R.MD^OMAIL.COM

The San Luis Obispo County Board
o f Supervisors declared an extended
state o f emergency on Tuesday be
cause o f flooding damage that oc
curred in Oceano on Dec. 19. A
rainstorm during that week brought
7.1 inches o f rain to Oceano and
caused hundreds o f thousands o f
gallons o f sewage water from South
San Luis Obispo County Saniution
District to flood the surrounding
neighborhood with unsanitary, dirty
water.
Residents speculate that the
flooding could have been prevented.
O n Dec. 19 when the neighbor
hood began to flood, resident Rocky
Luellen noticed a rapid rise in the
water level from about 8 a.m. to I I
a.m. He wondered why the water was
rising so quickly, then realized it was
water from the sewage plant next to
his home causing the rise. Flap gates
that are supposed to open automati
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cally to allow water from the sewage
district to drain into the ocean did
not open due to high tides.
Water flooded into some resi
dents’ homes up to the baseboards.
“I f they would have opened it, we
wouldn’t have had to evacuate,” Lu
ellen said. He and his neighbr, V ia o r
Mireles. said the county could have
manually opened the flood gates to
let the water run out to the ocean.
Another neighbor, Pam Cobb,
saw a manhole across from her home
explode and spew up out o f the
sewer. She said she was up past her
knees in sewer water when she left
her home.
The sanitation conditions and
Hood level in the neighborhood
caused residents to be evacuated.
Firemen said they wouldn’t carry
him out, Liicllen said jokingly, so he
had to walk through the mucky wa
ter when asked to leave.
The San Luis Obisjx) County Red

tee Emergency, page 2
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Following heavy rains on Dec. 19, sewage water from the South San Lois Obispo County Sanitation District flooded
Oceano, and residents had to be evacuated. In response, the San Luis Obispo Board o f Supervisors asked for an extended
state o f emergency to bring aid to those affected by the flooding.
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Read the fine print: Cai Poly welcomes International Printing Week
Kariee Prazak
KAJU^PRAZAK.MD@>GMAIL.COM
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thought o f because GrC leads direedy
to the dissemination o f knowledge.
“(GrC) is the production o f informadon, and information leads to
know lec^,” he said. “It is the produc
tion o f knowledge.”
Levenson said he started as depanment head 28 years ago, and has
hosted International Printing Week at
Cal Poly every year since — the first
one was in 1984.
*
Printing Week is celebrated
throughout the United States and
falls closely to Benjamin Franklins
birthday on Jan. 17. This is because
it serves as a way for iUl those involved
to celebrate and commemorate Ben
jamin Franklins contributions to the
printing industry.
Printing institutions wouldn’t be
what they are today without Frank
lin’s influences, l.evcnson said.
Romano also said Printing Week
is largely influence by Benjamin
Franklin because, after he became
involved with the printing and pub
lishing industries, he was able to be
come the historical figure he is recog
nized as today.
“It is good (the GrC industry) cel
ebrates Benjamin Franklin and print
ing,” Romano s;iid. “It was printing
and publishing which helped him get
involved and help create America, and
for that, we should celebrate."
G rC senior Tessa Libby said she
has participated in Printing Week
in the past and plans to attend
again this year.
“Ih is year I’m especially excit
ed for the banquet, for network
ing and Career Day, becatise I’m
looking for a job so that definitely
helps," Libby said.
Romano will be the ke)’note
speaker at the banquet on Ihursday
night. During the event, three CirC.
students will receive scholarships —

The Cal Poly Graphic Comm unica
tion (GK>) Department will honor
Dow Jones
Company, am ong
others, during its annual Interna
tional Printing Week, which runs
from Jan. 25 to 28. The event is
meant to host and honor various in
dustry members as well as provide
networking for students.
“(Printing Week) is celebrated in a
big way here at Cal Poly,” head o f the
GrC department Harvey Levenson
said. “We have well-known speakers
come from all over the country ajid
honor supporters who have made
dedications to the department.”
l.evenson said the Dow Jones &
Company will receive a dedication to
honor its $110,000 donation to aid
with printing technology and educa
tion within the department.
“1lie lab, where the Mustang Dai
ly is produced, will now be the Dow
Jones & Company Web Printing Lab
oratory,” Levenson said. “The (print
ing press) capacity has bt*cn doubled,
and the reason we were able to was the
donation from Dow Jones &CCompa
ny to upgrade the press.”
ITic printing press, currently locat
ed in Printing Press 26A, underwent
the upgrades which improved both its
capacity and color printing technol
ogy, all of which w;is jxjssible because
o f the donation.
Professor emeritus o f the depart
ment Frank Romano, who is teaching
at C]al Poly lor the Winter 2 0 11 quar
ter only, said GrC departments gener
ally depend on industry supp<-)rt and
the dedication reflects this.
“Cal Poly, like most graphic com
munication .schtKils in America, are
de|xrndent on [x;ople in the industr)',”
he said. “Dow Jones
Company has
done a lor for education and supptirt
tor graphic communication in the
the Terry Bell Memorial Fjidowmcnt
United States.”
Scholarship, the George Pruc Endow
ment Scholarship and the Paul B. Kis
Printing Week is a way for the
sel “Philostjpher of Printing" Endow
department to celebrate both the in
ment .Scholarship, Ix’venson said.
dustry and give various dedications.
Other planned events include lec
Chelsea Knighton, who is also a
tures, demonstrations, a banquet and
GrC senior, said the GrC department
a career fair.
really helps encourage students to at
At the events, students will be able
tend. In the past, her GrC classes have
to network with represenutives from
been canceled when the lectures and
demonstrations have coincided so stu
companies such as K od ^ , Dow Jones
dents can attend the lectures instead.
& Company, EskoArtwork, Hewlett
“I think (Printing Week) is a
Packard. FujiFilm and RR Donnelley.
This years theme is, “Graphic . great opportunity for students to
network with industry profession
Communication « The Produaion o f
als and get more involved with the
Knowledge,” which Levenson said he
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The printing press will be renamed the Dow Jones 8c Company Web Printing Laboratory in honor o f the $ 1 1 0 ,0 0 0 dona
tion made by the company. The donation went to updating the printing technology within the department.

graphic communication commu
nity,” Knighton said.
Levenson .said Printing Week is
just one way for the department to
honor the supporters and help stu
dents get involved xs well as reflect on
GrC in a larger sense xs well.
“Graphic communication relates
to production and distribution of
print media.” levenson said. “If it
wasn't lor graphic communication,
law, education, religion and other
great institutions wouldn’t be what
the)' arc today."
This attitude centered around in
stitutions sharing knowledge through
GK" is why the department has
o|-)cned up its Graphic Communica
tion Institute (GrCI) at
Poly to
the general public in .San Luis Obi.spo.
The G K T program is an institute
for the GrC industry' that specializes
in research, testing, training, pub
lishing and product evaluations, Lev
enson said.
F.stablished in July 2001, GrCI
was originally a program only avail
able to companies paying for their
professional skills services, GrCI
Manager Lyndcc Sing said.
“(G rC I) is an arm o f the de
partment that works with people
in the industry and hosts technical
workshops paid for by their com -

panics,” Sing .said.
However, GrCI hxs recently
opened its resources up to the San
Luis Obispo community. C L t s s c s are
taught in the GrC labs on campus
about application specific programs
such as Adobe Photoshop and In De
sign as well as web design, c-b<x)ks
and digital publishing.

V.

“This is a new thing we are trying
to target the local community,” Sing
said. “It might just be someone interc*sted with a hobby or doing some
thing personal."
Workshops arc $ 195 each and last
for about one and a half to two days.
Registration for workshops is avail
able online.
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Emergency
continued from page 1

Cross Chapter helped more than 25
families by providing them with
food and shelter at Arroyo Grande
High School from Dec. 19 to 23.
After that, residents were expected
to return home or find housing with
friends or family.
Miróles, a resident on Honolulu
Avenue who lives about 100 feet
from the entrance of the South S.in
Luis Obispo County Sanitation Dis
trict, spent a few nights at the shelter.
Since none o f his close relatives W'crc
close by when the shelter clo.sed.
Míreles had to s|^>end nights sleeping
in his car. On days he does not have
work, Mireles spends time at Luel-

len’s home becau.se
Mireles’ home is
t
still out o f commission.
“Red ( t o s s helped out. but not
for long enough,” LucTlen .said.
Though the neighborhood looks
fine on the surface, many o f the resi
dents arc still dealing with the dam
age this flood has caused to their
homes. Mireles said one neighbor
has left entirely and others arc stay
ing with friends and family until
their homes are fixed.
Penny Villalba, the pro}>erty own
er o f Mireles’ home, had the carpets
stripped from his home. The inside
o f Villalba’s properties are bare. All o f
the fumituri. has lx*en removed; the
only thing remaining in the houses
are fans, still drying out the moisture
left by the flood.
“There’s no reason for this,” Vil-

lalba said. “Our renters don’t have
any money. Ihis was not big enough
to qualify for assistance.”
While flooding docs occur around
the sca-lcvcl neighborhood and most
residents have flooding insurance,
the residents have not experienced a
flood o f this caliber. Insurance com
panies will cover the damage done to
the property but will not cover per
sonal items such as furniture. Many
o f the residents will have to replace
damaged items out o f pocket.
“We feel like this is a human er
ror,” Luellcn said. “We think they
(the person respon.sible) need to be
reprimanded. We just feel like we
need help.”
The .San Luis Obispo County
Board o f Supervi.sors could not be
reached in time for publication.
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Ban on death penalty is
passed in Illinois Senate
Todd Wilson
Ray Long
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

A historic measure to abolish the
death penalty in Illinois passed the
state Senate on Tuesday after nearly
two hours o f impassioned debate.
The ban on executions goes
to Democratic Gov. Pat Quinn,
who must sign the legislation for
it to become law. During last falls
campaign, Quinn said he supports
“capital punishment when applied
carefully and fairly,” but also backs
the 10-year-old moratorium on ex
ecutions.
The Senate voted 32-25 to ap
prove the ban, with two members
voting present. The measure passed
the House last week.
Sponsoring Sen. Kwame Raoul,
a Chicago Democrat, urged his col
leagues to “join the civilized world”
and end the death penalty in Illi
nois.
Raoul spoke o f how authorities
were certain when they prosecuted
Jerry Hobbs and Kevin Fox for kill
ing their own little girls. Both con
fessed under coercion and both were
exonerated by DNA evidence.
Illinois “ought to be embar
rassed” by its track record o f wrong
ful convictions, Raoul said, “be
cause if an execution were to take
place, it takes place in the name o f
the people o f Illinois.”
Sen. John Millner, a former El
mhurst police chief with experience
o f interviewing more than 1,000
defendants, called for making more
reforms to the system before elimi
nating the death penalty. “I ask you
all, please,” Millner said, to consider
a crime victim’s families.
Sen. W illie Delgado, a former
parole agent, cited how he worked
in the attorney general’s office when
the wrongful convictions o f Rolan
do Cruz and Alejandro Hernandez

Case

were examined.
“Ladies and gentlemen, the sys
tem is broken,” Delgado said. He
maintained “death is too good for
some folks” and said they should be
allowed to sit in prison for natural
life, where they can “rot and think
about what they have done.”
Sen. Kirk Dillard, a Republican
who worked on death penalty re
forms now in place, said the people
o f his district believe in executions
for mass murderers and killers o f
police, prison guards and children.
“I think there’s still a place for the
death penalty for the worst o f the
worst o f our society,” Dillard said.
Dillard and Sen. Bill Hainc
called for putting the question be
fore Illinois citizens.
But Sen. Toi Hutchinson said
lawmakers arc elected to make the
tough decisions, and she called on
colleagues to break company with
Afghanistan, China, Iran, Iraq, C on
go, Saudi Arabia and other countries
that allow the death penalty.
“We’re here because we’ve seen
countless examples o f the fact that
the system has failed,” Hutchinson
said. “This question is not about
the people who we know did it. It’s
about the people who were convict
ed who didn’t. It’s about our system
o f justice is actually predicated upon
the protection o f the innocent and
executing one innocent person is
too high a price to pay.”
Sen. Dan Duffy argued that 20
people sent to Death Row in Illinois
have been exonerated and the tax
payer costs have been too great to be
left with an ineffective and expen
sive use o f scare resources.
Thirty-five states now have the
death penalty, and Illinois would
become the 16th state to not have
the death penalty if Illinois ap
proved abolishing it.

Gulf of Mexico oil spill investigation
recommends extensive industry reform
Neela Banerjee
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU

The presidential commission in
vestigating the G ulf o f Mexico oil
spill called on Congress, the Obama
administration and the oil and gas
sector Tuesday to make sweeping
changes based on practices in other
industries and petroleum-producing
countries to avert a repeat o f the
deadly Deepwater Horizon offshore
disaster.
The scope o f the panel’s recom
mendations stems in part from a
conclusion it voiced earlier that “sys
temic failure” and a “culture o f com
placency” among the oil industry
and government regulators contrib
uted heavily to the April 20 blowout
o f the Macondo well — not just the
actions o f BP, Transocean and Hal
liburton, the three major companies
working on the rig.
But the prospects for fundamen
tal change are murky. The recom
mendations, several o f which re
quire congressional approval, come
as anti-regulatory fervor is gripping
Congress, particularly the Republi
can-controlled House o f Representa
tives. Industry groups want lawmak
ers to roll back many environmental
and safety regulations. Oil industry
advocates and their legislative allies
have focused on sp>ceding up the
permitting o f new deepwater wells,
a priority that could conflict with
increased regulation and oversight.
Commission co-chairman Bob
Graham, a former Democratic sena
tor from Florida, said he thought the
enormity of the disaster would foster
consensus.
“I believe that this issue and the
searing impact that the Deepwater
Horizon has had on the conscience
o f Americans is such that it will
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override an ideological preference
for less government,” he said at a
news conference. “W hat makes that
level o f optimism credible is that
members o f Congress understand
that this isn’t just a typical example
o f a private enterprise that the gov
ernment is regulating. This is land
that the government and the people
o f the United States own.”
The seven-member commis
sion unanimously asked Congress
to allocate funding to the Interior
Department to beef up oversight o f
offshore oil drilling and production,
and to assure that 80 percent o f the
penalties to be paid in the disaster go
to restoration o f the G ulf o f Mexico.
Most controversially for many in
Congress, the commission recom
mended lifting the $75-million li
ability cap on oil companies for eco
nomic damages caused by spills.
The Obama administration al
ready has recommended lifting the
cap and disbursing penalty pay
ments to the Gulf. The oil industry
backs the allocation o f more money
to the Interior Department.
“While we have already taken
significant action, the Commission’s
recommendations will help inform
the work that remains to be done,”
White House press secreury Robert
Gibbs said in an e-mailed statement.
“The mistakes and oversights by in
dustry as well as government must
not be repeated.”
The commission did not recom
mend a specific liability cap, saying
Congress should decide that. Dis
putes over lifting o f the cap, which
some say would drive out small,
independent companies, stalled
spill-related legislation in the last
Congress. But a senior Senate staff
member said bipanisan discTissions

under way in that chamber could re
solve the issue and get the legislation
moving.
House Republican leaders, how
ever, expressed concern that some of
the report’s recommendations could
slow offshore oil and gas production.
Commission members are expected
to testify on the report before Senate
and House committees Jan. 26.
“Rather than clearly identifying
the root cause o f this unprecedented
disaster, the commission’s report is
limited to general assertions abuut
the enforcement agencies and indus
try as a whole,” Rep. Fred Upton,
R-Mich., chairman o f the power
ful House Energy and Commerce
Committee, said in a statement.
“Neither this nor any investigation
should be used as political justifica
tion for a predetermined agenda to
limit affordable energy options for
America.”
The commission recommended
establishing a division within Inte
rior to focus exclusively on offshore
safety issues, funded by fees paid by
industry and headed by a scientist
or engineer serving a fixed term to
protect the post from political pres
sure. It also called for Interior to
adopt an approach known as safety'
case, used in Britain and other
countries, which requires compa
nies to develop'^ worst-case scenarios
and remedies for each well, includ
ing prevention and resolution plans.
The department is considering such
a move.
The commission recommended
greater panicipation by the U.S.
Geological Survey and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin
istration, because “science has been
virtually shut out” o f offshore drill
ing decisions, Graham said.
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close working relationship with
them .”
Yet, if the Keller case is success
ful, Nevin said it would change the
trustees’ way o f raising fees.
“I think if the C SU were to lose
the case then it will affect the deci
sions the trustees make in the fu
ture,” Nevin said.
Weisglass also said that if the
Keller case is successful, it would
change things.
"I think what’s important here
is that the trustees give the students
advance notice about what fees are
going to be so that students can pre
pare,” Weisglass said.
Weisglass said the Keller case,
however, is still in the preliminary
stages, but “this is im porunt part o f
the case” and they are “looking for
ward now to proceeding to get a final
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decision.”
Michael Uhlenkamp, the director
o f media relations and new media for
the C SU Chancellor’s Office, said at
this early stage, there is “not much to
comment on.”
“We are disappointed, but are
examining all o f our options as we
move forward,” Uhlenkamp said.
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Word on
the Street

What changes would you like to
see in California this year?
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■‘A start toward education
reform.”

Td like to see any kind of
change."

— Luis Fernandez. •
biochemistry freshman

- Ashly Sigle,
architecture senior
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SACRAMENTO (MCT) —

ALASKA (MCT) —

EGYPT (MCT) —

First to suffer from this years state
budget crisis? Cell phones.
New California Gov. Jerry
Brown on Tuesday ordered the
collection and return o f 48,000
state government-paid cell phones
— half o f those now in use — by
June 1. The Democratic governor
estimated that cutting the use o f
cell phones by state employees in
half will save the state $20 million
a year.
“It is difficult for me to believe
that 40 percent o f ail state employ
ees must be equipped with tax
payer-funded cell phones," Brown
said in a written statement.
The state currently pays for
96,0 0 0 cell phones, the governor
added. After cutting the number
of statc-i.ssued phones in half by
June I, the governor said he plans
to continue reducing cell phone
usage in months ahead.

The shutdown o f the trans-Alas
ka pipeline is likely to extend
into a fourth day, making it the
third longest closure in the dines
33-ycar-history. Officials Haven’t
yet announced how or when they
intend to restart it, which is chal
lenging in the dead o f winter.
About 6 0 0 ,0 0 0 barrels o f crude
oil remain in the ground every day
the pipeline is shut down. O il field
operators produce only about 5
percent o f their usual amount.
Every day o f the shutdown
costs the state o f Alaska $18.1 m il-’
lion a day in oil royalties and taxes.
That’s money it won’t be able
to collect this budget year, al
though eventually, when all the oil
is pumped from the ground, the
state presumably will get its share.
Oil proceeds are the main source
o f state revenue.

An off-duty policeman opened fire
on a train in southern Egypt on
Tuesday, killing one Christian and
wounding five others less than two
weeks after the New Year’s t Day
bombing at a church in Alexandria
that killed 25 Coptic Christians.
There were few details on the
incident and it was unclear wheth
er the shooting was sectarian relat
ed. The shooting comes at a time
when Copts are on edge over what
they view as the government’s in
ability to heal the nation’s sectarian
divide and stop a spate o f extrem
ist violence.

tL
■‘More focus on the state’s
needs as a whole."

■l.ir' c coliege tc*es iind tuition
raises. '

— Gennevleve Delos Santos,
biomedical engineering
senior

- k.ovili Shelton.
■)eiit'ial engineering iunior

‘‘Fewer Ixidget cuts and
more money for ptofess<')i s

iv'l. •I-- ‘.ua.ir- '.jf: odur.iticn
;.ii id
- i n a r k k) collec|«-?s.”

— Mark Severy,
mechanical engineering
senior

.J-'S.sica Sattei»A'hite.
leci-atioii fxirks and tourism
administration sophornoie
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NEW YORK (MCT) —
LOS ANGELES (MCT) —
Ted Williams, the Ohio homeless
man whose golden voice made
him a YouTube sensation and
brought him offers o f work, was
detained by the lx)s Angeles Police
Department Monday night at a
Hollywood hotel.
According to law enforcement
sources, Williams and an uniden
tified family member were de
tained after police were called on
a disturbance call.
Williams was eventually re
leased, and the sources said the
investigation
was
continuing.
The sources stressed its unclear if
any arrests would result from the
probe.

The National Weather Service
updated its forecast Tuesday after
noon, saying lx)ng Island can ex
pect up to 18 inches o f snow “with
locally higher amounts possible.”
The winter storm that will
sweep north across the Island on
Tuesday night will likely bring
more snow than earlier anticipated
before it moves out to sea Wednes
day evening, the weather service
said.
A winter storm warning re
mains in effect from 7 p.m. Tues
day through 6 p.m. Wednesday,
with the heaviest snow expected
to fall after midnight into the early
morning, forecasters said.

AUSTRALIA (MCT) —
Power was cut to Brisbane homes
for safety reasons and residents or
dered to higher ground as Austra
lia’s third-biggest city braced for its
worst soaking in living memory.
Floodwaters barreling toward
the Queensland state capital were
set to inundate 9 ,0 0 0 properties
and a further 3 0 ,0 0 0 were expect
ed to sustain some damage.Thousands have fled to evacu
ation centers ahead o f Thurs
day’s expected Hood crest, and
Queensland Premier Anna Bligh
urged residents Vwith space on
higher ground to offer shelter to
those not so lucky.
Two-thirds o f the state — an
area bigger than France and Ger
many combined — is flooded,
industry at a standstill and agricul
ture beset by lost harvests.
The repair bill has been put at
$4.9 billion and lost production at
nearly $9 billion.
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DJ JFK will raise The Graduate’s roof with house music Saturday
Karlee Prazak
KAR1.EEPRAZAK.MD@GMAIL.COM

COUHTESY PHOTO

JF K o f M STRK RFT will take die stage alone at Ib e Gradnate on Saturday, Jan.
15. Among the opening acts is the local D J group Casa St. Hooligans.

JF K o f M STR K R FT , known for his
electronic dance music, will bring his
DJ stylings to The Graduate in San
Luis Obispo on Jan. 15.
JF K , who is part o f the duo
M S T R K R F T (pronounced mastercraft), will not be accompanied by
group-mate Al-P when he takes the
stage at the venue commonly known
as “The Grad.” But according to Ty
ler Ackelbein, chair o f marketing for
the show sponsor Central Pacific Ski
Club (C PSC ), this should have no
effect on his high-energy style.
“(JFK ) is consuntly pushing the
boundaries o f electronic music and
keeps all o f our dance floors bounc
ing," Ackelbein said. “The show
coming up is going to be an amazing
time without a doubt."
JF K , which are the initials for
his birth name Jesse Frederick Kee
ler, has played music since 1979.
He began his career in a more punk
rock-oriented band called Death
From Above. Now he sticks to what
he refers to as his “girlfriend” on
his Myspace music page — house
music.
Electronic dance, or house music.

is most commonly recognized byjits
computer-generated,
high-energy
sound created with heavy beats and
the mixing o f different song ele
ments.
This is exactly what JF K aims for
when performing and making music
with M ST R K R FT , a group most
commonly known for their innova
tive technique o f mixing instrumen
tal music with electronic dance, said
John Sm ith, a member o f the open
ing act Casa St. Hooligans.
Smith said JF K will undoubt
edly bring his unique D J style which
incorporates more than just spinning
to the show.
“He is known to do dance with a
more musical touch o f instruments,”
Smith said. “It is well-rounded elec

tronic dance music. It can be a very
high energy and is different from
what you hear a lot o f the time.”
Smith said this will be his first
time playing with JFK . However, he
said he would compare JF K ’s level
o f success to that o f DJ Steve Aoki,
“a world touring D J producer” he
opened for last October.
Just like with Aoki, Smith will
open with fellow D J Richard Grant
to play a high-energy set which he
expects to last about an hour.
“I play hard music, really high
energy, really in your face with lots
o f bass,” Smith said. “I like to keep
the energy up as long as I can because
I’m pretty much dancing just as hard

see D J JFK» page 7

to keep the energy up as
can because I’m pretty
much danemg jiu t „
&
crowd.
J
JJ
— John Sm ith
DJ from Casa St. Hooligans
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DJ JFK
continuedfrom page 6

as the crowd.”
Smith said The Grad is perfect for
a show like this because he expects
JF K to draw large crowds and it is
the largest local venue.
“It is a pretty good venue; we use
it because we can fit more people,"
Smith said. “We want to prove that
you can party anywhere and it can
be fun as long as you have the right
people and vibe.”
The. venue is set, but the vibe will
be determined by how the DJ s per
form.
“A lot o f DJs don’t move around
during the set, but when I saw JF K
and M S T R K R F T at (Electric Daisy
Carnival) they were insane,” Fritz
said. “Their energy was casted over
the audience, not just the music.”
In addition to Casa St. Hoo
ligans, the other opening acts are
Mikey Lion and Easy Love Records,
all o f which arc DJs who Fritz said
will make for an excellent show.
“They ail have different styles,”
Fritz said. “(Casa St.) is more simi
lar to JF K . the music Mikey plays
in his sets is always super good and
gets people up and dancing and
(M S T R K R F T ) arc super good live
so that’s why I’m stoked for next
weekend.”
As for Easy Love Records, Smith

said it is a group from the San Di
ego area that he has collaborated
with in the past with a s^ ciaity in
visual production techniques.
“They will probably do visu
als for the most part,” Smith said.
“But they arc a crew just like Casa
St. We’ve done a lot o f shows with
them from here to (Santa Barba
ra), so we can expand our fan base
for both o f us.”
Agriculture business sopho
more Andy Villamor .said he
looks forward to the show, and
most importantly “the hard elec
tro music o f JF K ,” especially since
he is an aspiring DJ.
“I’m going to go see JFK with
my group called The Professors,” he
said. “We’re all really stoked to go
sec him, and we hojie to open for
him in the future — he is a pro."
The show is put on by the
recently formed entertainment
organization Collective Effort,
which started locally and is geared
toward bringing the DJ scene
popular in the Los Angeles and
San Francisco areas to the Cen
tral Coast, co-founder Johnny
Kenny said. Therefore, the show
will make two other stops on the
Central Coast — in Santa C n u
and Santa Barbara.
Tickets are currently available
at Vallitix.com and at Boo Boo
Records for $28. The event is for
the 18 and older and doors open
at 9 p.m.

Marston’s hosts beer pong downtown
A m b e r K iw an
AMBERKIWAN.MD^GMAIL.COM

Marston’s Bar and Grill will clear
out its dining area tonight to make
room for longer, skinnier tables,
ping-pong balls and pitchers o f
beer. At 9 :3 0 p.m ., 3 6 teams will
compete in a nine-week long beirut tournam ent hosted by the Na
tional Beirut League (N BL ).
I’hane Greenfield is a co-ow n
er o f the N BL , which began as a
senior project for three Cal Poly
business administration students
in 2 0 0 6 . T h e N BL aims to legiti
mize beirut — otherwise known
as beer pong; its slogan is “Up the
Stakes. Play for Real.” T h e group
hosts leagues not only in San Luis
O bispo, but all over the United
States.
“T h e overall goal (o f the N BL)
is to unite beer pong players.”
Greenfield said.
The N BL is also developing
software for beer pong enthusiasts.
T h e software, which will be re
leased soon, will make the logistics
o f setting up beer pong tourna
ments easier.
“We want to make it so any
one can start a league at their own
house, or a bar owner at their bar
or anywhere,” Greenfield said.
Travis Kleinau, an agriculture
systems management senior from
Illinois, said he played in local
tournaments at bars in Illinois, but
never in an official N B L tourna-

AMBER IOWAN MUSTANG DAILY

The Nadonal Beirut League (NBL) will host a nine-week long beer pong tourna
ment at Marston’s Bar and Grill in downtown San Luis O bbpo on Higuera St.

ment like this one.
Guys foldable table and a “shwag
Kleinau, who has played' beer
bag.” T h e bag contains beer appar
pong since 2 0 0 4 , was confident
el, a Marston s shirt and a card with
in his team’s abilities. Although > deals on drinks, said Josh Cantrell,
he does not partake in any formal - a Marston s bartender and tournatraining in preparation for the
ment participant.
tournam ent, he said he parties a lot
Cantrell’s training and prepara
and that is adequate practice.
tion is limited to drinking and play
“We’re going to win," Kleinau said.
ing beer pong with friends, he said.
Teams that place first through
Each team will play two games
fourth will be awarded prizes. First
per night for the first' eight weeks,
place winners, in addition to brag
starting tonight. T h e last week o f
ging rights, receive $ 1 0 0 in gift
see Beiruti puge 8
certificates, an official Tailgate
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Mike Ness of Social Distortion sings about his life
Randy Lewis
Los Angeles Times

BURBANK. Calif. — During his
three decades at the helm o f Social
Distortion, singer, guitarist and
songwriter Mike Ness has repeatedly
turned to the rich vein o f his own
hardscrabble life as a hell-raising
teen and then a heroin-addicted rock
musician.
But in putting together the band’s
new “Hard Times and Nursery
Rhymes” album, the Orange Coun
ty, C alif, punk band's first studio
collection in sue years, Ness seems to
have reached the “enough about
me” stage in his ongoing ef
forts to keep his longrunning
band
supplied with
fresh subject
matter.
So for the
\
first time in
r\
the career o f
one o f the small
handful o f still-ac
tive punk rock acts born in th e
1970s, Social Distortion has several
Ness songs that aren’t predominant
ly autobiographical. Not that the
band's leader has by any means run
out o f things to say on that front.
“1 can write about Mike Ness
and hard times anytime,” Ness, 48,
said with a grin during an interview
at a Burbank recording studio over
the summer while he was at work on
the new album, due Jan. 18. “1 have
plenty o f memories and experience
to draw from for that. There’s also
a lot that’s happened in my life that
wasn't negative or painful and 1 want
to draw from that too.”
For some songs on the “Hard
Times” album, he’s drawn on his life
not as a punk roaming the streets
but as a husband, and a father o f two
teenagers — not topics he’s custom
arily addressed. Ness has also crafted
several songs revolving around fic
tional characters and situations in
which hard choices are necessary in
the pursuit o f a life o f passion and
authenticity.

Ih e first single, "Machine Gun
Blues,” sketches a day in the life o f a
Prohibition era gangster and the livefast, die-young road he’s throttling
down. “Bakersfield” is an unchar
acteristically expansive, 6-minute
loping love lament set in the town
that’s both the heart o f California
country music and the gateway to
the agricultural riches o f the Central
Valley. “Alone and
Forsaken,”
a
minor-key
mystery
about a vanished
su p erlover, gets a
charged
treatment from
the band’s sig
nature, distortiondrenched guitars over
a powerhouse bass-drum
chugging rhythm track.
“The great thing is, I
love writing fiction.” he
said while seated at the mixing
board to play back some rough
mixes for a visitor, “For me, it’s
literally an untapped source almost.
I haven't done that in so long, but
it’s really my favorite genre, in film
and writing.”
He went back to one o f the hand's
first singles, “ 1945.”
“1 daydreamed (in school) for
10 minutes and wrote a song about
what it must be like to be in the
plane over Hiroshima,” he said. "In
a way, this is nonfiction because it
did happen. I wasn’t there, but 1 can
put myself in that position, similar
to how johnny Cash must have felt
when he was writing ‘Folsom Pri.son
Blues.’”
A conversation with Ness never
goes long without touching on Cash
or Hank Williams or Chuck Berry or
Muddy Waters, rtK>ts-music giants
who have been a wcllspring o f inspi
ration for him since long before he
discovered the anything-goes forum
that punk rock provided him when
he was growing up in the tidy sub
urban surroundings o f Fullerton in
northern Orange County.
“The main thing in my mind is
1 don't want to do something I've
already done,” he said. “There is a

certain continuity with every record
we've had that the fans have liked.
You have to decipher what's new and
fresh, what's signature, but you want
to evolve, obviously.”
Social Distortion's lineup has
evolved with the recent additions of
bassist Brent Harding and drummer
David Hidalgo Jr., the son and name
sake o f one o f Los I.obos’ founding
members, now joining Ness and So
cial D ’s guitarist o f 10 years Jonny
Wickersham.
Another part o f the creative evo
lution involves a philosophical shift
that gives the light equal time with
the darkness that Ness has histori
cally plumbed in his songs.
“It still has to be cool," said the
man whose densely tattooed torso,
slicked-back black hair and rusty
chain-saw vocals have represented
the epitome o f punk cool to a couple
o f generations o f fans now.
He’s al.so a husband and father o f
two teenage boys for whom he has
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CA PRICO RN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Just when you think
it's too late to make a new start, an opporrunity presents S k/
itself that is chock-full o f novelty and excitement.
T^i:3ru5
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Fcb. 18) — It may be rime to dis
pense with one or two outdated ideas for good; only the
most up-to-date notions will be effective.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) — Your help is needed by
those who are trying to further an unpopular — but nec
essary — agenda. You can change people's minds, too.

j ‘?rji!ri<

ARlFii (March 2 1 -April 19) — You are likely to hold
others in your spell throughout the day, as a result o f your
native magnetism and a certain charm.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — You may find yourself
wishing that things were not the way they arc, but there's
no rea.son to think that everything is unfavorable.
'I V

G EM IN I (May 21-Junc 20) — You may be surprised to
find how quickly you can get things done; you're likely
to have some spare time on your hands at some point.

\nes

CAN CER (June 21-July 22) — You want to Icam a
thing or two about a situation that seems to be over your
head, but it may be difficult to find the right teacher.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — You may be quite moved by
another's genuine expression o f appreciation when some- C^pncoi nj
thing good and lasting comes to pass.
V IR G O (Aug. 23-Scpt. 22) — You may want to take
a leaf out o f someone elsc's book as you realize that the
choices you've made may no longer be appropriate.

G O GREEK!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-O ct. 22) — It’s a good day to compro
mise, especially if you are confident that what you can
gain as a result will maintain its worth for some time.
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strived to avoid repeating the
combative relationship he had
with his own father. Living in
Newport Beach, he's been active
ly involved with their school and
extracurricular activities, which
can present new hurdles when it
comes to his music.
“You can't write about ‘1 was
coaching my son’s Little League
baseball team, chewing sunflower
seeds and it was great — we really
bonded.’ How do you write that
and make it cool? It’s possible,”
he said. “You just have to get cre
ative.”
Now that his sons have hit the
teen years, Ness the dad is look
ing at the father-son dynamic
from the other side o f the fence.
“You think when they’re born,
T m a dad. I've grown up now,”’
Ne.ss said. "As they get older, you
really realize, ‘Wow, 1 don’t have
all the answers. ...’ It’s forced me
to grow up a little too.”
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SC O R P IO (O c t 2 3 -Nov. 21) — You know how to In
spire others to do good work — and it’s all about digglt]^
deep and delivering the goods in style.

Y

W H Y J O IN A F R A T E R N IT Y ?

SA GITTARIUS (Nov. 22-D cc. 21) — Facts and figures
may be difficult to absorb, but an overall truth can be
fiiUy understood by you and those around you-

C O M E FIN D O UT.
Be United) Be a Leader» Be Greek
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Accepts most insurance
Plans and HMOs
Kaiser is OK for
true Urgent Care

(80S) 549 - 8 8 8 0
mcdstopurgcntcarexom

M E D O STOP
URGENT CARE CENTER

COUGH, SORE THROAT, FEVER, VOMITING,
SPRAINS, RASH, CRAMPS, LACERATIONS,
CONTUSIONS, SPORTS INJURY, LOVE INJURY

WE DO FLU TOO

* NO APPOINTMENT'
EVER NECESSARY

Located in the
Madonna Plaza
M-F Sam-7pm
S-S Sam - 4pm

the tournament will be a double
elim ination tournam ent in which
the top 3 2 teams will play. Each
game will have two female referees
overseeing the players, to ensure
t^at all rules are followed.
Because o f the scattered and
drunken history o f the game, there
are many variations o f rules that
different players enforce. T he N BL
has an official list o f rules it sug
gests to players everywhere, but
it does note that each league may
have its own subtle changes.
T h e San Luis Obispo league al
tered the rules slightly in order to
make the game simpler.
“We removed the elbow and
shoulder rules,” Greenfield said.
“1'here were too many arguments
arising from complicated rules.
Game playing in a bar is com peti
tive, but we want everyone to have
fun.”
Elbow rules require each player
to be standing far enough back
from the table so their elbow does
not go over the table when they
take their shot.
Ping-pong
related
drinking
games allegedly began at D art
mouth College in the 1950s. T he
game evolved over tim e, but the
actual history o f the game is not
entirely known because .so many
claim to be the inventors.
However, according to the
N BL, students at Bucknell U ni
versity and Lehigh University co
founded a game in which pingpong balls were thrown into a
single cup o f beer.
The invention o f this simpler
beer pong game in the 1980s
also evolved over rime and spread
across rhe United States to create
what beer pong is today: two teams
o f two drinkers, who throw pingpong balls into a triangle-shaped
layout o f 10 cups o f beer.
Each cup the shooting player
makes must be drank by the other
team and the first team to make all
o f the cups on the other side o f the
table wins.
T h e name beirut, which G reen
field says is interchangeable with
the name beer pong, came from
media coverage o f the war in Bei
rut, Lebanon in the ‘80s.
"Som e frat house had kids mak
ing off-color jokes, saying the
splash o f the ball landing in the
cup looked like the bom bings,”
Greenfield said. “T hey said some
thing like, ‘Wow, looks like you
bombed B eiru t.’”
Beer pong is a game that began
as a casual way to drink among
college students with a name cre
ated by fraternity boys, but it has
come a long way since then.
T h e N BL’s website says the
game has such tight tics to Am eri
can youth culture that it is more
than a mere excuse to drink beer.
And although the N B L docs not
require participants to actually
drink the beer, most players em 
brace this aspect o f the game.
Marston’s Bar and G rill is locat
ed at 6 7 3 Higucra street in down
town San Luis Obispo
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Last week, as 1 was reading through
the editorials in the Wall Street Jour
nal, I found one article that caught
my eye. It was tided “The Blue Men
Group” and was about how three of
the most liberal (i.e. blue) states —
California, Illinois and New York
— now find themselves In desperate
fiscal situadons due to their bloated
public services, lending credit to
the notion that the welfare state is
invariably a financially unsound en
deavor. This, however, docs not tell
the whole story.
1 cannot speak for Illinois or New
York, but California is not bogged
down in the mire o f a bloated welfare
state. Our problems stem from our
infatuation with the idea o f direct
democracy.
Surely California has one o f the
most generous welfare apparatuses in
the nation, but being part o f a nation
that has the weakest welfare state o f
the industrialized countries is no big
victory. Californias well-funded pub
lic services is what originally brought
people to California — the beautiful
national and state parks, the great
highways, the best public school sys

tem in the nation — but California’s
intoxicating experiment with direct
democracy has left the state bank
rupt as the voters want everything for
nothing and pass the blame on to the
“real” legislators.
Direct democracy in California
was originally thought to be a route
around corrupt public officials and
vested private interests so that the
state would be truly governed in the
people’s interest. Today, however, it
has become a tool for vested interests
to court the voter with misinforma
tion and scare tactics.
Consider the “Taxpayers Right
to Vote Act” on this past election’s
ballot. Although it sounds enticing,
it is actually a proposition largely
supported by P G & E to preserve
their own monopoly over ^ectricity
in California. It was in response to
Marin County’s efforts to buy elec
tricity on behalf o f their residents
from the cheapest provider and then
set their own rates they deem ap
propriate. Rather than seeing their
market diminish, P C & E backed
this proposition that would have re
quired local governments to secure a
two-thirds su|>ermajority o f voters’
approval in order to set up any new
public power network.
O r look at propositions 23 and
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26. The former allows budget and
related legislation to be passed with
simple majority, rather than the twothirds requirement established in
the 1930s, while the latter requires a
two-thirds supermajority vote in the
legislature to pass certain state and
local fees. Taken separately, the votes
might make sense; taken together,
they seem to be doing the opposite o f
what the other aspires to, one easing
restrictions on legislative votes while
the other increases restrictions.
And therein lies the problem o f
direct democracy. People vote based
on their self-interest (i.e. pay less
taxes) and their conscience (i.e. pro
vide public services, especially for
those less fortunate), often resulting
in conflicting aims. California’s ex
periment with direct democracy has
allowed our public services to expand
while gutting the binding for many
vital programs. Voters now legislate,
and leave the legislators to pick up
the pieces, which usually comes in
the form o f appeasing voters and
borrowing to bll the holes leb by de
creased revenue.
The pinnacle o f the failure o f di
rect democracy is Proposition 13.
Passed in 1978, it decreased prop
erty taxes by 57 percent by assessing
property values at their 1975 levels
and allowing an annual increase in
the assessed value o f real property
to exceed no more than 2 percent
regardless o f the actual increase in
value o f the property itself. Further
more, it prohibited reassessment at
a new base year except for a change
in ownership or the completion o f
new construction. Most importandy,
however, it required a two-thirds
majority in both houses o f the state
legislature to approve an increase
in any other state taxes. This initia
tive is largely to blame for the dire
state o f our public services (includ
ing the reason why each year we, as
Cal Poly students, pay higher tuition
as state funding for CSUs continues

to decrease) because it allows Repub
licans as a minority to prevent even
the most reasonable tax increases.
Property taxes traditionally support
schools, parks, playground, libraries
— many o f the “public goods” every
one cherishes but few would support
through private donations.
Unfortunately, many o f the un
foreseen consequences o f this propo
sition favor the well-to-do over the
less fortunate. Businesses benebt
over homeowners because business
es move much less frequently than
families, allowing them to keep their
property taxes low. It also favors
long-term homeowners over new
homeowners. Nearly identical hous
es could have property tax disparities
o f $ 1 ,0 0 0 or more based on when
the house was last sold. Furthermore,
no one really wants to move — more
oben they are forced to by employ
ment opportunities in other areas,
once again making it more difficult
for those without strong job security.
The Congressional blibuster re
quires a supermajority vote to end
debate to protect minority interests.
The supermajority required in Prop
osition 13 was not intended to pro
tect minority interests. It was intend
ed to make it tremendously difficult
to ever raise taxes again (although a
simple majority can lower taxes) ex
cept in cases o f near unanimity.
It is time to let majority rule, the
crux o f democracy, once again serve
the purpose it was supposed to and
end the tyranny o f the minority. It
is also time to end our experiment o f
direct democracy and let our legisla
tors, who we hire and pay to legislate,
actually do their jobs.
As Peter Schräg wrote in the Sep
tember 2009 issue o f Harper’s Maga
zine, “At bottom lies the paradox
implicit in the hyper-democracy of
an initiative process beloved by the
voters and the antidemocratic con 
stitutional restrictions that they have
voted in."
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Sanchez

Novachkov
continuedfrom page 12

“I definitely want to come back
and drive my brother more,” he said.
Winning, and the pursuit o f it,
seems to always be at the forefront o f
Novachkov’s mind and on the collec
tive conscious o f the Mustang wres
tling team. He even said that getting
used to folk style his sophomore year
hurt his ability to compete to his
fullest ability. He “only” took fourth
place in the state meet.
“I like winning for sure,” he said
in his typical understated tone. “I
like the feeling o f having my hand

Avoid

last shot, this is i t ... I
h^^ tlfli months of college wres
tling left. I am going to fiht ev
erything i got into it.
— Filip Novachkov
C2al Polv wrestler

raised at the end o f the match.”
Novachkov ■not only preaches
winning, but puts in the extra work
to achieve it. While other Mustang
wrestlers were away at a tournament

Burnout

www.mustangdaily.net
____________ If/eVe .got plentyofdistractions.

and Cal Poly students returned
home over winter break, the Novachkovs hunkered down with
coaches in San Luis Obispo to re
fine their technique and prepare for
a title run.
But only one wrestler can have
his hand raised for the final time at
the end o f the season, and the rest
head home in heartbreak.
Perry, who is not too fond o f
losing himself, said, “Its a lot about
pride, it’s a lot about work. So it
can almost be harder for wrestlers
to lose, because this is the end.”
And the cold-hearted truth
remains; it will be the end for
Novachkov in just two months.
Whenever it may be, Novachkov
hopes it ends in Philadelphia at the
NC'AA C-hampionships, where he
will walk away from the collegiate
mat for the final time.
“It’s my last shot, this is it,” No
vachkov said. “I have two months
o f college wrestling left. I’m going
to put everything I got into it and
no matter who I hit. I’ll still wrestle
as hard as possible.”

continuedfrom page 12

he (started) for only a year, llia t
atmosphere is like a pro style sys
tem. He was raised the right way,
and u s e always expected him to
play well on the big stage. Now,
coming to New York, it really
doesn’t faze him. It’s different for
a kid com ing from, say, AJabamaBirmingham, whose biggest game
is his first N FL game.”
W ide receiver Jerricho C otchery said Sanchez’s performance in
last year’s playoffs, coupled with
Saturday night’s road win over
the Colts, shows that the 24-yearold quarterback plays beyond his
years with the season on the line.
“He’s played in a lot o f big

games, and he knows how to re
spond in those situations,” C otchery said. “Last year, he did a great
jo b in the playoffs, and he was
playing well, not just being on the
team. He enjoys these moments.”
It doesn’t guarantee that Sun
day’s performance against the Pa
triots will be any better than last
month’s nightmare. But given
Sanchez’s track record, it shouldn’t
surprise anyone if he at least puts
the Jets in a position in which they
can remain competitive.
“He’s cool, calm and collected
in these situations, and that’s what
you want to see,” center Nick
Mangold said o f his quarterback.
“He seems to enjoy these big mo
ments.”
No bigger moment than Sun
day.

MCCLATCHY-TRJBUNE

The New York Jets and quarterback Mark Sanchez will take on a defense which
finished the regular season ranked ,)Oth in overall pass defense.
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Filip Novachkov hopes to pin gold in final season
J .J . Jenkins
JJJEN K IN S.M O ^M A JL.C O M

Standing 5-foot-8 and weighing in
at 130 pounds (during wresding
season that is) he does not look like
your typical Division I athlete, es
pecially not one ranked 10th in the
country. But eventually he sheds the
large black headphones draped casu
ally around his neck, the surfer jacket
and longboard that cam ouflées him
in a mass o f Cal Poly students in fa
vor o f more slimming attire.
Dressed in a green singlet, alone
save for his opponent on the dimly
light mat, Filip Novachkov trans
forms into a different animal. In the
circle he is tenacious, methodically
picking away at his prey before going
in for the kill with a flurry o f aaion .
“Its a controlled violence, its a
sport where you have to think and
balance your violence at the same
time,” Novachkov said.
His form and technique, which
current teammate Barrett Abel char
acterizes as high risk, high reward,
were forged in the Arcs o f Bulgarian
wrestling leagues where Novachkov
competed until his family moved to
Sunnyvale, Calif, nearly seven years

to a new form o f wrestling, he also
learned how to speak English and
adapt to American culture.
■' “Being put on a team with a
bunch o f high school kids, you defi
nitely get to communicate
more,” Novachkov said.
“We used to have this lit
tle Bulgarian kid follow
us around and translate
pretty much everything
for us at school and
to our coaches
saying, ‘Oh
y e a h ,
t h e y
w a n t

to learn this move, they want to learn
that.’ He would talk for us.”
Novachkov said “us” because o f
another attribute that makes him
unique among Cal Poly wresders; he
is not the only Novachkov on
the team. His little brother
Boris joined the Mus
tangs’ squad a year after
him and has climbed
the national rankings,
now resting in second.
Not only are the
two
brothers
fierce
com
petitors, but
they
are

also each other’s
greatest wrestling
partner.
“I want to be
better than my
brother and 1
want to do bet
ter,” Novach
kov said. “The
intensity is way
higher
when
1 • wrestle my
brother
than
when I wrestle

ago.
The risk associated with Novachkov’s style come from the fact that
wresding in the United States, folk
style, differs from the rest o f the
world which uses freestyle, a type
o f wresding that awards dangerous
throws and “explosive action.”
As Novachkov was transitioning

[^s feantrolled violence, it’s a
ioiT^here you have to think
and balance your violent
> same time.
— Filip Novachkov
Cal l^oiy wrestler

anybody else.”
Co-head coach and former twotime NCAA champion at the Uni
versity o f Iowa, Mark Perry, has seen
that battle repeat itself in the two
years he has been around the team.
“It’s probably like any brothers
in competition and life in general,”
Perry said. “It’s a fight, it’s a war.
They don’t like losing to each other,
so it’s good for them. A lot o f times
it gets dirty and they stan fighting
each other, but that’s what wrestling
is about. The more those guys wresde
each other the better it is for them.”
And getting better is exactly what
Novachkov has done.
He has improved his win total
each year and has also advanced fur
ther into the postseason each year,
boasting a 77 -3 3 record as a Mus
tang including a silver medal from
the 2010 Pac-IO championships.
However, silver medals at confer
ence championships are not the most
prized possessions to Novachkov. He
wants to win it all.
“I take one match at a time, I still

want to learn as much as possible,
but in the back o f my mind I know
that if I’ve lost or had a bad experi
ence, my ultimate goal is to win na
tionals and to win the Pac-10,” No
vachkov said.
Fortunately for Novachkov, a job
opening in northern California re
lated to his major awaits him, but an
itch remains in the back o f his mind,
leaving him up in the air about his
future.
“(Going to the Olympics) is defi
nitely one o f my goals. I don’t know
how that’s going to go because o f
time management and what 1 want
to do after college,” he said. “But I’ll
still train after college and I’ll still
compete.”
No matter what happens. Cal
Poly will not have seen the last o f No
vachkov come season’s end. He plans
on making frequent trips to San Luis
Obispo next season to work with
and cheer on his brother, who should
make another run for the tide.

see Novachkov, page 11

New York Jets’ fate rests on Mark Sanchez’s shoulders
B o b G la u b e r
NEWS DAY

FL O R H A M PARK, N .J. — The
dramatic comeback victory over
Peyton M anning’s C olts wasn’t
even an hour old when Mark San
chez already was thinking ahead to
what comes next.
Sanchez had just put the Jets
in position to beat the Colts, 1716, with a last-m inute drive that
set up Nick Folk’s 32-yard field
goal with no time left. It was the
latest in a string o f clutch perfor
mances for Sanchez, who became
the first quarterback in Jets history
to win three playoff games. But all
he could think about was trying to,
win that fourth one against a team
that absolutely obliterated the Jets
the last time they played.
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“As thrilled as I am, 1 know I’m
going to have to play a lot better,
because that kind o f performance
in the first half will get you beat,”
Sanchez said, thinking back to last
month’s 4 5 -3 loss to the Patriots.
It was as if Sanchez already
was playing the game in his mind.
As he thought back to what hap
pened in one o f his worst games,
he envisioned all the things he had
to do differently in Sunday’s A FC
divisional playoff game at G illette
Stadium.
“I need to get completions early,
get in a rhythm a lot sooner, be
cause you can’t get down against
those guys,” he said. “You saw what
happened the last time we played
them. We have a lot o f respect for
that team, and we’ll need our best
effort in a tough environment,”
So forget about Rex Ryan’s ploy
Monday to take the pressure off
his players and put it on his broad
shoulders. No matter what Ryan
says, this one will come down to
whether Sanchez can raise his level
o f play against a 14-2 Patriots team
with very few weaknesses.
He failed miserably in last
m onth’s s t ^ c game on a Monday
night. Sanchez was 17-for-33 for
164 yards with three intercep
tions, and joined the rest o f the
Jets’ players and coaches in one
o f the most humiliating losses in
franchise history. Sanchez had only
eight completions in the first half.

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

In the last meeting against the New England Patriots, quarterback Mark Sanchez threw for 164 yards and three interceptions.

and all three interceptions came in
the second half, when the Jets tried
desperately to come back from a
2 4 -3 deficit.
The stakes are raised exponen
tially in the rematch, with a trip to
the AFjC Championship Game on
the line. But Sanchez’s teammates
expect the second-year quarter
back to elevate his game despite

the daunting circumstances. They
think Sanchez will be a money
player once again in a big spot.
“Mark seems to forget about
everything else that has happened
throughout the game and play his
best football at the most critical
times in the game,” running back
LaDainian Tomlinson said. “He’s
very resilient.”

Fullback Tony Richardson sees
a different player in Sanchez this
time o f year.
“He seems a lot calmer," Rich
ardson said. “A lot o f it is from
playing at U SC . You’re not playing
small ball there. You’re playing bigtime football, regardless o f whether

tee Sanchez, page 11

